Scale insects are frequent invaders of new territories. The Bougainvillea mealybug, Phenacoccus peruvianus Granara de Willink, 2007, was recorded in Europe for the first time in 1999 in Spain (Almeria) and later in 2002 in Italy (Sicily). Initially, this unknown species was identified provisionally as Phenacoccus sp. Records of this species became frequent later when it was found in other localities in Spain (including the Balearic Islands), Great Britain, France (including Corsica), Monaco, and Portugal. The host plants of this mealybug were in most cases species of Bougainvillea.
Introduction
In the last few decades, mealybugs (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) have been involved in several pest outbreaks in the tropics, causing severe damage to agricultural crops and ornamental plants: Phenacoccus manihoti Matile-Ferrero on cassava throughout tropical Africa and Rastrococcus invadens Williams on fruit trees in West Africa (Herren and Neuenschwander 1991, Han et al. 2007) , Maconellicoccus hirsutus (Green) in the Caribbean region (Matile-Ferrero et al. 2000) , Paracoccus marginatus Williams and 138 ENTOMOLOGIA HELLENICA 19 (2010): 137-143 Granara de Willink in the Caribbean and Pacific region (Matile-Ferrero et al. 2000 , Muniappan et al. 2008 , and Phenacoccus solenopsis Tinsley damaging cotton in India and Pakistan (Hodgson et al. 2008) . Biological control is an efficient method for the management of these pests, and many of these outbreaks are now under control by natural enemies imported from the countries of origin of each species.
The increase of worldwide trade of plants has facilitated the introduction and spread of many pests in Europe and in the Mediterranean Basin. Scale insects represent the second largest group of alien insects in Europe after aphids (DAISIE 2008) . This is especially true of mealybugs which are typical invasive species (Miller et al. 2005) due to their little size and cryptic behaviour. Since the 1990s, several mealybug species have invaded the Mediterranean area, such as Phenacoccus solani Ferris (Mazzeo et al. 1999) , Phenacoccus parvus Morrison (Ben-Dov et al. 2005) and Pseudococcus comstocki (Kuwana) (Pellizzari 2005) . In the present communication we report for the first time the presence of Phenacoccus peruvianus Granara de Willink causing problems on ornamental plants in different countries in Europe.
Materials and Methods
Mealybug specimens were collected from diverse host plants of Portugal, Spain, France, Italy and UK. Samples were slidemounted ( Fig. 1) according to the procedure detailed by Williams and Granara de Willink (1992) with a few modifications made by the different authors depending on their own preferences. Specimens were identified using the keys of Granara de Willink and Szumick (2007) . Communication between European specialists was entailed during the identification process. 
Results and Discussion

Records of the Bougainvillea mealybug in Europe
The Bougainvillea mealybug was first reported in 1999 in Almeria, Spain. Since then, this insect has been recorded in several areas of the Mediterranean coast of Spain, including the Balearic Islands, the south coasts of Portugal and France, including Corsica, and Sicily in Italy. It was also discovered in England (Wisley) under glass ( Table 1 ). The fast dispersal of this insect indicates that the ornamental trade might be involved.
Mealybug identification
The systematic position of the Phenacoccus species found in the survey was studied by several specialists and finally clarified in 2008, after Granara de Willink 
Host plants
Phenacoccus peruvianus feeds mainly on plant species of the genus Bougainvillea, which are native to tropical and subtropical regions of South America. These plants are widely grown in gardens in the Mediterranean region and are traded frequently as potted plants. However, the mealybug has been reported on many other plant species in the region and therefore must be regarded as a polyphagous species (Table 3) .
